Unhelpful Friends

Bunny rabbit lived in the forest. He had
many friends. He was proud of his

friends.

One day Bunny rabbit heard the loud

barking of wild dogs. He was very

scared. He decided to ask for help. He
quickly went to his friend deer. He said, “Dear friend, some wild dogs are chasing me.

Can you chase them away with your sharp antlers?”

The deer said, “That is right, | can. But now | am busy. Why don’t you ask bear for help?”

Bunny rabbit ran to the bear. “My dear friend, you are very strong. Please help me.

Some wild dogs are after me. Please chase them away,” he requested to the bear.

The bear replied, “l am sorry. | am hungry and tired. | need to find some food. Please ask

the monkey for help.”

Poor Bunny went to the monkey, the elephant, the goat and all his other friends. Bunny

felt sad that nobody was ready to help him.

He understood that he had to think of a way out by himself. He hid under a bush. He lay
very still. The wild dogs did not find the bunny. They went chasing other animals.

Bunny rabbit learnt that he had to learn to survive by himself, not depending on his

unhelpful friends.

Moral: It is better to rely on yourself than depend on others.
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Strong or Weak

There was a proud teak tree in the forest. He was tall and strong. There was a small herb

next to the tree.

The teak tree said, “l am very handsome and strong. No one can defeat me.” Hearing
this, the herb replied, “Dear friend, too much pride is harmful. Even the strong will fall

one day.”

The teak ignored the herb’s words. He continued to praise himself.

A strong wind blew. The teak stood firmly. Even when it rained, the teak stood strong by

spreadingits leaves.

During these times, the herb bowed low. The teak made fun of the herb.

One day, there was a stormin the forest. The herb bowed low. As usual, the teak did not

want to bow.

The storm kept growing stronger. The teak could no longer bear it. He felt his strength

giving way.



He tried his best to stand upright, but in the end, he fell down. That was the end of the

proud tree.

When everything was calm again, the herb stood straight. He looked around. He saw

that the proud teak had fallen.
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To Tiny For Tea

Marty Mckay was already five years old, but he was still the baby of the family.

"Can | have some tea too?" Marty asked his mother. She drank her tea from a beautiful
cup and stirred it with a silver spoon.

"No, Marty. You're too young to drink tea."

"But, why?" Marty asked.

"Because your fingers are too tiny to hold the cup. And teais too hot for you, baby."
"I'm not a baby," Marty said. "I'm five-and-a-half."

Marty went out to the yard. His brother Ralph was playing basketball.

"Can | play too?" Marty asked. Ralph bounced the ball up and down under Marty's nose
and then threw it into the basket.

"No Marty, you're too young to play basketball."

"But, why?" Marty asked.

"Because the basket is too high for you to reach. And the ballis too big for your tiny
baby hands," Ralph said.

"I'm not a baby," Marty said. "I'm five and three quarters."

Marty went into the kitchen. His sister Jane was getting ready to ride her bicycle to the
candy store.

"Canl go to the store to buy candy?" Marty asked Jane. He could feel the wind in his hair
and the candy on his tongue.

"No, you're too young to go to the store," Jane said.

"But why?" Marty asked.

"Because the storeis too far for you to ride to. And your baby bike is too slow."

"I'm not a baby," Marty said. "I'm nearly six."

"Six?" Jane laughed. "You just turned five!"

Marty sat on the grass and watched his sister ride away on her bike. He started to cry.
Marty's father was washing the car. He heard a tiny cry and went to find out what was
wrong.

"Why are you crying?" Marty's father asked.

"Because I'm too tiny to do anything. | wish | weren't the youngest one."

"Be careful what you wish for," his father said.

Just then, Marty's mother came out to bring Marty's dad his tea. She patted her belly

and smiled.

"We're going to have another baby," his mother said.



"And that means you're going to be a big brother," his father said.

"But, I'm too tiny to be a big brother," Marty said. "I'm just a baby!"
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